
If God is Good. . . 

If God is good, why is there evil and tragedy in this world? 

Ask Linda about her baby who had problems in the hospital with his lungs, was healed, but ended up 

with cerebral palsy. She states, “He cannot swallow. He does not smile. It’s like he died but I must 

continue to do everything for him. Is God really good?” Ask Stacy whose husband was killed by a drunk 

driver leaving her with three children and a wounded, grief filled heart. “If God is good, how could this 

happen?” Ask the people on the Texas Gulf Coast who lost their homes and loved ones in the aftermath 

of the 1000 year flood caused by Harvey. Ask the people of Mexico who buried 365 of their friends and 

family after the recent earthquake. Ask the people in Puerto Rico whose island was devastated by 

Maria. Ask the people of Las Vegas who endured the hell fire of a crazed man who killed 59 and 

wounded over 560 people. If God is good how could these things have happened? And the list goes on 

and on-more killings, abuse, anger and hate.   The question must be answered for it is being asked and is 

the main question of those challenging Christianity. 

This questioning God’s goodness and motives is not new and was there at the beginning of time soon 

after man was created. When God created Adam and Eve and put them in the Garden of Eden, He gave 

them only one “do not”.  

“. . . you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil for when you eat of it you will 

surely die.” (Genesis 2.17) When the devil tempted Adam and Eve he said, “Did God really say . . . You 

will not surely die. . . For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3.1, 4-5) 

Satan cast doubt on God’s goodness and motives when he tempted Adam and Eve. He uses the same 

temptations today just in a different fashion to cast doubt on God’s goodness. “If God were good, He 

would not have allowed those people to be ambushed and killed. If God is good He would not have 

caused those hurricanes and floods.” God’s character and actions are thereby put into question. 

So, what’s the truth about God’s goodness? Jesus said, “You will know the truth and the truth will set 

you free!” (John 8.32) The lies of the devil must be examined in the light of God’s Word. When you read 

God’s Word, God’s Word is absolutely clear – God is good and His actions are always good. In fact He’s 

better than you ever imagined! Let’s see how good God is by looking at God’s character and God’s 

actions.  



God’s Character 

The Bible is 100% clear about God’s character. He is good. Look at some examples of what it says: 

 He is good; his love endures forever. (2 Chronicles 7.3)

 Taste and see that the Lord is good. (Psalm 34.8)

 You are forgiving and good, O Lord. . . (Psalm 86.5)

 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever. (Psalm 100.5)

 Jesus replied, “There is only One who is good.” (Matthew 19.17)

The Bible leaves no doubt about God’s character – He is good! 

God’s Goodness in His Actions 

All of God’s actions flow out of His goodness. When He created the world, the first word on creation 

was, “God saw all that He had made, and it was “very good.” A good God made a very good creation. 

The Psalmist wrote, “You are good and what you do is good. . .” (Psalm 19.68) And He takes care of His 

people. “. . .no good thing does He withhold.” (Psalm 84.7) Even David proclaimed in the famous Psalm 

23 – “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever.” (23.6) Jesus taught, “If you then, who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father in heaven give a good gift to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7.11) 

This goodness of God is not just for believers. Look at these verses: 

“The Lord is good to all; He has compassion on all He has made.”  (Psalm 145.9) 

“The eyes of all look to you and you give them their food at the proper time.”  (Psalm 145.15) 

“He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and  

unrighteous.”   (Matthew 5.4-5) 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights 

who does not change. . .” (James 1.17) 

“His goodness is meant to lead to repentance for unbelievers. Or do you show contempt for the 

riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing God’s kindness is intended to lead you toward 

repentance?”  (Romans 2.4) 

We as God’s people rejoice that God is good and His actions are good. Our response to God’s goodness 

and His actions is to praise our good, good Father and thank Him. “For everything God created is good, 

and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.” (1 Timothy 4.4) 



What is the Cause of Evil on This Planet? 

So, how do we account for evil if God doesn’t cause it? If God is good and His actions are good, then 

what is the cause of evil on this planet? What is the cause of shootings, earthquakes, hurricanes, cancer, 

abuse, addictions, and tornadoes? While there is no simple answer, there are truths that must be talked 

about and shared with believers in Christ, as well as unbelievers. 

The most important truth is we must repeat again and again that God is not the author of evil. He didn’t 

create it. He doesn’t want it on this planet. When God looked at His creation, He saw everything was 

good, not evil. In fact, in Genesis 1.31, God looked at His creation and said it was “very good!” 

God is also not the author of death. Death is not from God. He does not “take” people who die. He 

receives them. That’s because death is not from Him. It is an enemy. Paul wrote to the church at 

Corinth, “For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed 

is death.” (1 Corinthians 15.26) God doesn’t cause people to shoot people or cause people to be killed. 

Death is His enemy, and ours. 

So, what, or who, causes death and suffering on this planet? Who causes the evil in this world? If it is 

not God, then what is the cause of pain and suffering – evil in this world? This is a critical question that 

must be answered for our faith and witness in this world. 

There are at least three causes of evil, pain and suffering in this world and they are inter-related. They 

can act in isolation or in combination with the other causes. The first cause of evil in this world is the 

devil. The devil was originally a beautiful angel who was a leader in heaven but rebelled and was cast 

out of heaven with a third of the angels. In an attempt to discredit God, he tempts people to do evil 

things to show them that God is not for them and to show God how pathetic His chosen creatures are. 

He is an enemy of Christians and Peter writes, “Be self-controlled and alert, your enemy the devil prowls 

around like a raging lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5.8) 

Some of the evil in this world stems from the devil and his lies to people about what life is and can be. 

He tempts people to think God cannot be trusted, and his way of living is better. He offers them a sweet 

apple, but it is always full of worms. Drugs, adultery, greed, gossip, lust, money, anger, revenge, murder, 

and many other things seem to offer pleasure or satisfaction; however, they lead to heartbreak or 

death. Peter is clear when he says, “Resist him.” (1 Peter 5.9) 

That means, beware of playing with temptation from the devil. An old story tells of a man who wanted 

donuts, which were bad for his health. He decided that if God wanted him to eat a donut, he would have 

to have a parking space open in the front as a sign. The man remarked, “I had to drive around the block 

30 minutes before I got a parking space up front.” We can fool ourselves into thinking we can play with 

temptation and not get hurt. The number of divorces, people in jail, ruined friendships, and broken 

churches are all witnesses: if you play with fire, you will get burned. 



In addition to wreaking havoc in people’s lives, the devil is a murderer. Job tells us that Satan tested Job 

and caused a “mighty wind” (Job 1.19) to collapse a house and all ten of Job’s children were killed. He 

sometimes uses weather to harass God’s children. Beware, however, of thinking that all “natural” 

disasters are caused by Satan. The Bible tells us when Adam and Eve sinned, God cursed the ground, 

“Cursed is the ground because of you…” (Genesis 3.17) Disasters happen sometimes because our planet 

is broken and cursed. “For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers together until now.” 

(Romans 8.22) I can imagine earthquakes as a groan of this planet; polluted waters as moaning in pain. I 

can imagine polluted skies groaning and choking. The cause of natural disasters is the fact that sin has 

broken our planet and affects the environment. 

The devil also causes diseases. Job 2.7 says, “So Satan went out from his presence and afflicted Job with 

painful sores…” Some illnesses, but not all, have an evil spirit associated with them. The devil may also 

shorten a believer’s life by confusing a doctor, using a drunk driver, or having a tragic accident happen. 

The second cause of evil on this planet is sinful humans. As Pogo said, “We have met the enemy and 

they is us!” Sin came into this world and corrupted our human nature. Paul wrote, “… sin involved the 

world. Adam’s sin caused death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.” (Romans 5.12) This 

sin so thoroughly corrupted mankind that the Psalmist wrote, “All have become corrupt. No one does 

good, not a single one.” (Psalm 14.3) 

Sin not only brought death, but it brought horrible consequences to mankind. Veronica’s husband was 

driving to his deer lease when a pickup truck, driven by a drunk driver, crossed the median and crashed 

into her husband’s vehicle, killing him. Suddenly she was a single mom with three children to raise. 

Poor judgment, rash actions, violent actions, physical attacks may be a product of the power of sin. 

Churches are even torn apart by sinful actions of members or even a pastor. 

How do you counter sin? St. Paul said, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body 

of death?” (Romans 7.24) Indeed, who will rescue us from ourselves? The Old Testament law didn’t 

rescue us. It created blame, guilt and shame. Our good actions can’t rescue us. We always wonder “Did I 

do enough?” The answer to countering sin is found in Romans 7.25, “Thanks be to God – through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” It is Jesus, God incarnate, who took our sin, died on a cross in our place, and rose 

victorious over sin, death, and the devil. Peter wrote about what God did for us when he said, “…you 

were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fore fathers, not with perishable things like gold 

or silver but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without a blemish or spot.” (1 Peter 

1.18-19) By grace, through faith in Jesus, our sin is forgiven by the blood of the Lamb of God and sin no 

longer condemns or rules us. In Christ, we have victory with a clean heart and renewed mind. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come.” (2 Corinthians 5.17) God knew we couldn’t beat sin on our own. He gave His son to free us from 

the penalty and curse of sin. He also gave His Holy Spirit to empower us, to come along side us to live a 

life to His glory and enable us to seek His righteousness daily.  



Martin Luther reminded us that daily repentance is a return to our baptism and in our baptism we began 

and continue to be all that God intended us to be. This is the life of obedience that the Holy Spirit helps 

us live.  The third cause of evil is the world. We sing, “This is my Fathers’ world” but the world doesn’t 
always see or look like that. There’s a good reason – “The god of this age has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers….” (2 Corinthians 4.4) For many, the lure of the world’s standards, values and rewards 
bringevil to this planet. Peter wrote to a group of Christians who were feeling pressure to conform to 
the standards of the world, “For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to 
do – living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, and detestable idolatry. They think it 
strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on 
you.” (1 Peter 4.3-4) 
The pressures of the world often are involved in cheating, lying, stealing and cause much stress. How 
we look, the amount of money we make, where we live may lead to someone doing things ungodly to 
impress or keep up with others. The drive to impress and succeed may over-ride your drive to follow 
God. 
It is urgent that we remember we are aliens and strangers in this world. This is not our home. (1 Peter 
2.11) When a person visits a hotel for two days, they do not put up paintings, order new blinds and get 
new furniture. Why? Because it’s not their home and they will be there only a short time. A famous 
gospel hymn puts it this way: 

"I'm But a Stranger Here" 
by T. R. Taylor, 1807-1835 

I'm but a stranger here, 
Heav'n is my home; 
Earth is a desert dread, 
Heav'n is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on every hand; 
Heav'n is my fatherland, 
Heav'n is my home. 

What though the tempest rage, 
Heav'n is my home; 
Short is my pilgrimage, 
Heav'n is my home; 
And time's wild wintry blast 
Soon shall be overpast; 
I shall reach home at last, 
Heav'n is my home. 

There at my Savior's side 
Heav'n is my home; 
I shall be glorified, 
Heav'n is my home; 
There are the good and blest, 
Those I love most and best; 
And there I, too, shall rest, 
Heav'n is my home. 

Therefore I murmur not, 
Heav'n is my home; 
Whate'er my earthly lot, 
Heav'n is my home; 
And I shall surely stand 
There at my Lord's right hand. 
Heav'n is my fatherland, 
Heav'n is my home.

You will live on this planet for perhaps 70-120 years. But you will live in eternity forever, billions and 
billions of years. Which one is your real home? What would it mean if you were a “stranger in this 
world”? Are you willing to live like that? How would others know this is not your home? Peter wrote, 
that as strangers in this world “…abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such 
good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” 



Conclusion 
As you and I face evil and tragedy in our lives, it is important to constantly remember – God does not 
cause evil. It is also important to remember who we are – Children of God! It is essential to remember 
why we are here – to reach the world for Jesus (Matthew 28.19-20) And it is important to realize while 
you are not perfect, you have a Savior who is, who died on your behalf and paid for your sins forever. 
And you can daily confess your sins knowing “… he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
pardon us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1.9) 

So God doesn’t always stop evil. He allows things to happen and for man to even resist Him. How 
powerful a God our God must be to create beings that could resist Him and we do. How gracious a God 
that He would pursue you and me through the ages because He loves us with “an everlasting love.” 
(Jeremiah 31.3) The cross shows us how far God will go to overcome evil. It also shows how valuable you 
are to God – that He would give His own son to die for your sins and mine. So we could live as His 
children now and forever.  

Where was God when tragedy struck? He was always with you and others even as He was there when 
His own son died. He knows the pain of tragedy. The four inch thick curtain in the temple was torn when 
Jesus died on the cross. Some believe that if showed that everyone can now approach God. That is true. 
I wonder if it could have also meant that even God experienced such grief at the death of His son that 
He did what any Jewish father would have done in such a case – He tore His clothes.  

You and I have a God who is “a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” (Isaiah 53.3)  He loves you 
and is with you in any and all tragedies. Paul wrote in the book of Romans “And we know in all things 
God works for the good of those who love him who are called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8.28) 
Paul didn’t say God caused “all things”. He said “in” all things God is with us and can work even in 
tragedies to our good. In the darkest hour, God works strength, hope, peace, forgiveness, and much 
more.  

So how about you? In the chaos of this world, when tragedy strikes, when evil runs rampant, we are not 
called to freak out but go out and share Jesus as the hope of the world and trust that God is good. His 
goodness and mercy are with us always. Even when we falter He is there to pick us up and renew and re 
send us. He is a good, good Father. 

As you and I minster to people, we have the charge to call them to repentance and point them to a 
loving Savior who forgives, strengthens and says, “Go and sin no more.”(John 8.11) One day, there will 
be no evil. The world and time will be different. Jesus will come and right every wrong, heal every hurt, 
wipe away every tear and take us to heaven. Until then, “…we walk in the light as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of jesus, his Son, purifies us all from sin.” (1 John 1.7) 
May we bring light to the darkness of this world and point people to Jesus, the light of the world. And 
many people discover God is good – even better than they ever thought! 




